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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 7, 2020 

 
The WPIAL has and will continue to support high school athletics, and surrounding activities, 
as an important and invaluable component of education. With that being said, over the past 
few days, a lot has changed in the landscape of high school athletics in Pennsylvania and 
more specifically in Western Pennsylvania:  
 

- Beginning with the start of voluntary out-of-season workouts by school districts with 
the implementation of local Health and Safety plans in accordance to the PA 
Department of Health and Department of Education guidance released on June 10, 
2020; 

- To the PIAA’s announcement about the continuation of fall sports with the 
implementation of Return to Play Guidelines and optional start dates on July 30, 2020;  

- To the “NOTICE to Schools” from the WPIAL about the modification of competition 
start dates and reduction of competitions to allow for a safe progressive to return to 
sports on July 31, 2020; 

- To the Governor’s brief statement on August 3rd about schools not offering sports if 
they were completely online this fall; 

- To the Governor’s statement about “recommending sports be delayed until January 1, 
2021”;  

- To the official statement from the PA Department of Health and Department of 
Education on August 6, 2020 confirming Governor Wolf’s statement and reiterating 
this “strong recommendation is not an order or mandate”;   

- To the PIAA’s decision today to postpone the official start date of fall sports until 
August 24, 2020.   

 
The WPIAL respectfully requests time to digest all information and develop an approach 
before officially responding to media requests. Therefore, we will be declining comments 
today, but offering a MEDIA Press Conference at the WPIAL Office on Monday, August 10, 
2020 at 10:00am.  
 
In accordance with the gathering size limitations, this press conference will be limited to 25 
people. Please email your intention to attend to Diana Rossmann at: drossmann@wpial.com 
by 9:00am on Monday for verification.  
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